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SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 5461

Passed Legislature - 2007 Regul ar Session
State of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2007 Regul ar Session

By Senate Commttee on Natural Resources, GCcean & Recreation
(originally sponsored by Senators Mrton, Jacobsen, Fraser, Hatfield,
Har grove, Benton, Shel don and Rasnussen; by request of Departnent of
Nat ural Resources)

READ FI RST TI ME 02/ 16/ 07.

AN ACT Relating to continuing the use of contract harvesting for
i nproving forest health on Washi ngton state trust |ands; amendi ng RCW
79.15.540; creating a new section; and repealing 2004 c 218 s 10
(uncodi fied).

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that chapter 218, Laws
of 2004 authorized the departnment of natural resources to utilize
contract harvesting for silvicultural treatnents to inprove forest
health on state trust lands, in accordance with RCW 76.06.140 and
79. 15. 540. The legislature further finds that the use of contract
harvesting for silvicultural treatnents has proven effective and that
continued utilization is inportant to inprove and maintain forest
heal t h. Therefore, the legislature finds that it is necessary to
remove the expiration date for this authority, set for Decenber 31
2007, and to continue the use of contract harvesting for silvicultural
treatnments to inprove forest health on state trust |ands.

Sec. 2. RCW 79. 15. 540 and 2004 ¢ 218 s 5 are each anended to read
as foll ows:
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(1) The legislature intends to ensure, to the extent feasible given
all applicable trust responsibilities, that trust beneficiaries receive
|l ong-termincone fromtinber |ands through inproved forest conditions
and by reducing the threat of forest fire to state trust forest |ands.

(2) In order to inplenent the intent of ((subseetien—{H—ef—this
seetton)) RCW 76.06.140, the departnent may initiate contract
harvesting tinber sales, or other silvicultural treatnents when
appropriate, in specific areas of state trust forest |and where the
departnent has identified forest health deficiencies as enunerated in
RCW 76. 06. 140. All harvesting or silvicultural treatnents applied
under this section nmust be tailored to inprove the health of the
specific stand, nust be consistent wth any applicable state forest
pl ans and other nmanagenent agreenents, and nust conply wth all
applicable state and federal |aws and regul ati ons regardi ng the harvest
of tinber by the departnent of natural resources.

(3) In utilizing contract harvesting to address forest health
issues as outlined in this section, the departnent shall give priority
to silvicultural treatnents that assist the departnment in neeting
forest health strategies included in any nanagenent or | andscape pl ans
that exist for state forests. If such plans are not in place, the
departnent shall prioritize silvicultural treatnents for forest health
with higher priority given to the protection of public health and
safety, public resources as defined in ROW76.09.020, and the long-term
asset value of the trust.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. 2004 c 218 s 10 (uncodified) is repeal ed.

~-- END ---
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